GRACECITY

Gospel Community Notes & Questions

Title: The Davidic Covenant
Text: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:22-32
Theme: In Christ, God gives us a new heart and a new power to trust and obey.

Outline:
Terms of the Covenant:

| will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and of Judah.
I will put my law within them.

| will write my law on their hearts.

| will be their God, and they shall be my people.

They shall all know me, from the least to the greatest.

| will forgive their iniquity.

| will remmember their sin no more.

The offspring of Israel will never cease.

| will give you a new heart and a new spirit. (Ezekiel 36:26)

I will put my Spirit within you. (Ezekiel 36:27)

1. God initiates a new covenant to supersede and ultimately replace the Mosaic
Covenant. (v. 31)

2. God'’s law will be written on the heart - and he will give a new heart and the
presence of his Spirit. (v. 33; Ezekiel 36:26-27)

a. The aim of the New Covenant is to change affections and desires, not just
behavior.

b. Obedience under the New Covenant flows from inner transformation and
the power of the Spirit, not external compulsion.

3. God promises a personal, universal relationship with him. (v. 33-34)

4. There will be complete and comprehensive forgiveness of sin. (v. 34)

What's this got to do with Advent?

e |tisthe shedding of Jesus’ blood that ratifies the New Covenant.

What's this got to do with you?
As you wait for the Second Advent . ..
e Learn to love communion.

e Live an inside-out life.

e Advance the calling to be a minister of the New Covenant.



GRACE CITY
CHURCH

Questions to explore individually and with your group:

1. It's been said “/nsanity is doing the same thing over and over again and
expecting different results” Share one silly and one serious example of how
you've practiced this insanity.

2. If the storyline of Scripture is “Cod'’s people in God'’s place living under God's
rule and receiving God'’s blessing,” what was the biggest hindrance to that plot
in the Old Testament? Give some examples of where you observe this.

3. In your own words, what was the biggest change God was introducing through
the New Covenant? What deficiency in the Old Covenant was that correcting?

4. \What does God mean in promising to replace a heart of stone with a heart of
flesh? What would be some signs that you have a heart of flesh?

5. Give some examples from Jesus’ teaching that demonstrate he's not after
external behavioral modification but a transformed heart.

6. What are some concrete, practical ways to depend on the power of the Spirit
within you, rather than relying on your own effort and intentionality?

7. The New Covenant promises direct, personal, intimate knowledge of (or
relationship with) God. What are some concrete, practical ways to know God?

8. Here was a key summary statement about the covenants from this week’s
message: “As the Son of God and the son of man, Jesus is the divine fulfillment
of everything God promised AND the human fulfillment of everything God
required.” Put that statement in your own words and share one way this truth
encourages you.

9. At the Last Supper, Jesus blessed the Passover wine by saying, “This cup is the
New Covenant in my blood.” What did he mean? How does that change the
way you approach Communion each week?

10. What are some actionable, everyday ways you can be “a minister of the New
Covenant” (2 Corinthians 3:6)? How are others experiencing the grace, love, and
hope of the New Covenant through you on any given day?

Prayer Prompts:

1. Praise God for making an unconditional covenant of grace and coming in the
flesh to fulfill and ratify that covenant.

2. Acknowledge where you aren’t surrendering to God's rule in your life.

3. Ask God to give you the full assurance of his forgiveness and the full confidence
to come boldly before him in his power.



