GRACECITY

Gospel Community Notes & Questions

Title: That You Might Believe

Text: John 20:30-31; 21:24-25

Theme: You are saved by faith alone in the Person and work of Christ alone, but
it's not a blind leap of faith.

Teaching Notes: John concludes his Gospel with an unabashed purpose
statement: he wrote these eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life so that others would
believe in him and receive his gift of eternal and abundant life.

Outline:

1. The object of your faith.

Note: You are not saved by the amount of your faith, the strength of your faith,
or the maturity of your faith; you are saved by the object of your faith.

a. Saving faith is faith in the Person of Jesus.
1) Jesus is the promised Messiah.
2) Jesus is the Son of God.
b. Saving faith is faith in the finished work of Jesus.
2. The proof of your faith.

e John records seven “signs” of Jesus. Signs are miracles that support and
validate a specific claim - in this case the claim that Jesus is the eternal
and divine King.

3. The reasonableness of your faith.

e Why do you believe anything is true? Typically because a perceived

“expert” told you so and then you found evidence in the real world to

support that claim.

e The Gospels are not myths, fables, or legends. They're eyewitness accounts
of history. And you can experience their truth and power in your own life.

4. The outcome of your faith.

e The outcome of your faith in Jesus is eternal and abundant life.

Gospel Applications: What do you do with this message?
1. Believe in Jesus.
2. Find your life in relationship to Jesus.

3. Invite others to believe in Jesus.
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Questions on John 20:31-32; 21:24-25 to explore individually and with your group:

1. Have you ever done a “trust fall” or similar experience? What made that easy/fun
or hard/not enjoyable for you?

2. What are some ways religions - which are asking you to believe something
about the afterlife - are like a “trust fall™?

3. How is Christianity fundamentally different than every other major religion,
specifically in terms of answering the questions, “Who/what are you asking me
to believe in?” and “Why should | believe that your way is the right way?”

4. Consider the seven “sign” miracles John shares in his Gospel:

Turning Water into Wine (2:1-12)
Healing the Nobleman's Son (4:46-54)
Healing the Man at the Pool (5:1-11)
Feeding of the 5,000 (6:1-15)

Walking on Water (6:16-21)

Healing a Man Born Blind (9:1-12)
Raising Lazarus from the Dead (11)

How do these demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah) and Son of God?

5. In what sense is it true that everyone believes in miracles, it's just a matter of
which miracles you choose to believe?

6. How is Christianity a better and more reasonable explanation for miracles than
a secularist worldview?

7. How does Christianity define and describe “The Good Life"? How does believing
in Jesus enable you to experience that kind of living here and now?

8. What are some things Christians functionally trust in even while they believe in
Jesus for their eternal salvation?

9. How would you summarize the purpose of your actions and words? What are
some ways you could make it your purpose to lead others to faith in Jesus?

Prayer Prompts:

1. Praise the Lord for grounding your hope and salvation in real, historic events.

2. Confess the ways you functionally trust someone/something other than Jesus
for “The Good Life,” and acknowledge what this misplaced trust does to you.

3. Ask God to strengthen your faith in him and to strengthen your resolve to lead
others to faith in him.



