Sermon Notes: Two Parables on Prayer

GRACECITY

DENVER

1. The Paradox of Christian Prayer.
a. It is boldly persistent.

b. It is humbly self-aware.

2. The Premise of Christian Prayer.
a. Not how good we are or what we deserve.

b. But the goodness of God who chose us.

3. The Promise of Christian Prayer.
a. God is beyond fair to those who believe in him.

b. God exalts the humble.

4. The Practice of Christian Prayer.



Application Questions: Two Parables on Prayer

GRACECITY
DENVER

1. How did the imminence of Christ’s return impact your thinking this week? How did you let your
thoughts shape your actions as well?

2. How do you feel when you hear Jesus saying you ought to pray constantly without ever losing
heart?

3. What's your greatest hindrance to actually doing #2? Is there something (general or specific)
that discourages/disheartens you over and over to the point that you give up on prayer?

4. Stop and pray. Confess to the Lord why you're discouraged - why you've stopped praying with
the faith you once had. Ask God to give you the faith to pray bold, Gospel-shaped prayers
again.

5. Do you identify more with the Pharisee or the tax collector in Jesus’ second parable (Luke 18:9-
14)? Why?

6. Why do we instinctively tend to base our prayers on our goodness and performance and what
we think we deserve from God? How could you take a recent or recurring prayer and make it
sound more like verse 13?

7. Plot your prayer life on the line below. Explain why you put yourself there.

Bold Balanced Humble

8. How would you like to see yourself grow in prayer over the next several months? What one
thing do you most want to develop? Who will you bring in on this to help you?

9. What one thing does the Lord want you to do with this message right away? How will you know
when you've begun this?

10. Stop and pray. Don't try to make proud thoughts sound humble. Confess something like, “Lord,
| need your mercy in because | am ”




